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By SEYMOUR M. EER5H 

£ yt-Z*X in Tht Nr* Yot* T:sf# 

WASHINGTON, March 9 — ! 

Two former key aides to thej 
late Robert F. Kennedy say 
that ie told them in 1967 that, 
agents o * tlie Central Intelli- 
gence Agency had contracted 
•with the Mafia in an aborted 
plot to assassinate Premier 
Fide! Castro of Cuba before 
the Bay of Pigs invasion in 
1951. 

Adam Walinsky and Pater B.' 

Edelman, who were assistants: 
to Mr. Kennedy when he was: 

Attorney General and a Sen- 
ator, said in interviews last 
week that Mr. Kennedy told 


but that he believed the Sc 


tor. who was assassin.-. 
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wh'.ie seeking the Deir.ccr 
Presidential nomination, 
1963, planned to take sc 
corrective action toward 
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cided to retaliate by havingl House. '* 


C.I.A. if elected to tne V/l 


them that he had piaved an 


active rc’.e in stopping the as- 
sassination attempt. 

A high .official of the C.I.A., 1 


informed of the Walinsky- 


President Kennedy assassinated: 
in 1963. Because of that possi-j 
bility, the columnist suggested, 

; Senator Kennedy may have 
been blaming himself for the 
death of his brother. 

The column, published at a 
time of strained relations be- 
tween Senator Kennedy and 
President Johnson, ‘‘outraged"! 
the Senator, Mr. Walinsky re- 
called, and led to the discussion) 
of the alleged C.I.A.-Mafia as-] 
sassination attempe. I 

“I remember him saving,, 
‘blame myself?' Mr. Edeiman 
recalled. "I didn’t start it [the 
Castro assassination attempt]; 

I stopped it.” 

Mr. Edelman. now a vice 
president for policy at the uni- 


Briefing of Ford Reporte 

A number of news organ 
tions have reported that P. 
idenc Ford was briefed late 1 
year on C.I.A.-conr.ected 
sassinations or assassinat 
^attempts. The White House 
refused to comment. 

! Asked at a news ednfere 
last Thursday night what \ 
liam E. Colby, director 
Central Intelligence had t 
him about the allegations 
assassination or assassins’ 
attempts on foreign lend 
Mr. Ford replied that he ’ 
‘not in a position to give . 
factual account.” 

Mafia leaders have- fc 
linked to American intense 
efforts since World Wart!, w: 
Charles Luciano allegedly : 
2 d the planning for the A! 
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said the. 


Edelman account, 
agency would have "no com-i 
men t.” 1 

Mr. Walinsky, now a lawyer 
rn private practice in New 
York, said that Mr. Kennedy 
disclosed that he had received 
“assurances in writing” from 
| the CJ..A. that the attempted 
[assassination had been accre- 
ted. These assurances came 
! after Mr. Kennedy discussed! 
the issue with high officials o f j 
the agency, Mr, Walinsky re- i 
called the then-Senator saving. j 
“He told us chat he had dis-j 
covered. that the C.I.A. had 1 
made a contract with the Mafia 
to hi: Castro,” Mr. Walinsky; 
said. 

The Waiin sky -Edelman ac- 


count vras initially provided toi 
The New York Times ir. sep- 1 


arate off-the-record discussions 
in 1973 and restated Friday for 
direct attribution. 

On March 3, 1957, Jack .An-; 
derson, the syndicated col-j 
umnist, reported" that the C LA.j 
may have plotted Mr. Castro's: 
; assassination and depicted Mr., 
i Kennedy as the official who 1 
;“r.ay have approved the oper- 
ation-” Mr. Anderson also cited 
A-.', zerrr*’* - t.z 

'.“rumors" to the effect the: '.r. 
'Castro rr.uy have become a ware 
.of the American plot and c-.- 


versitv of Massachusetts, fur- 
ther "quoted Mr. Kennedy as 
saying. "I found out that some 
people were going to try an 
attempt on Castro’s life and I 
turned it off.” 

Mr. Edelman said that Mr. 
Kennedy had "mentioned the 
Mafia. ” Mr. Edelman said that 
the inference he had then drawn 
from the conversation was that 
“someone associated with the 
C.I.A. had done this, but. not 
necessarily that it had been 
officially ' anctior.ed by the 
agency, whatever that means." 

Clue Found in Las Vegas 

Mr. Walinsky aiso recalled 
Mr. Kennedy a’s explaining :n 
1967 that he had learned of the 
alleged C.I.A.-Matia iink wm'e 
working as an organized crime 
investigator for a Senate com- 
mittee in the late fifties. 

"He was out in Las Vegas,” 
Mr. Walinsky recalled Mr. Ken- 
nedy as saying, "and a mobster 
told" him, ‘you can’t touch me, 1 
I’ve got immunity.’ he said ‘who; 
gave you immunity?’ and the 
mobster said ‘C.I.A.’" : 

"He went back and he 
checked and sure enough it- 


nvasion of Sicily. 
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was true,” Mr. Walinsky 
"Thev had made a deal 
this guv.” 

Mr. Walinsky said that Mr. 
Kennedy did not say in h.s 
conversation in 1967 who i id 
informed him of the i 


A. number of 'Mafia lead 
lad extensive gambling ; 
syndicate holdings in Cuba c 
ing to the late nineteen-thirties! 
when Meyer Lansky opened h;s : 
first casino in Havana. The 
Mafia aiso reportedly enjoyed 
a' close relationship with Ful- 
rencio Batista, the Cuban dic- 
tator whom Mr. Castro deposed. 

After the Castro revolution 
in 1933, the gambling casinos 
and other activities were shut 
down by the Cuban Govern- 
ment and the Mafia allegedly 
worked cioselv with C l. A. op- 
eratives in providing intelli- 
gence, planning and c-ther help 
for the Bay of Pigs invasion, 
according to a number of Fed- 
eral investigators. 

In a book called "The Poli- 
tics of Heroin in Southeast 
Asia,” Alfred McCoy, then a 
Yale student, charred in 1972 
that Corsican and American 
syndicate gangsters had become 
involved in the herein trade 
from Laos, Burma ard Thailand. 
He also wrote that such infor- 
mation was well known to 
rnanv officials of the Central 
Intelligence Agency ar.d that' 
they had done nothing to stop, 
such activities. 

High officials of tne intern-! 
pence ager.cv, inducing M’v 
Colby and Cord Meyer now 
the "station chief in London, j 
allegation at the. 
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Mr. Smith, now a 'lime mag- 
azine reporter who is highly 


respected for his reporting on 
organized crime, wrote that 
Mr. Giancana had become con- 
cerned because a prominent! 
night club singer was becomingi 
too attentive "to Miss McGuire, 
and the C.I.A.. apparently de- 
cided to help him confirm his 
suspicions. * 

An man describing himself! 
as an "investigator" for a pri- 
vate detective agency in Flor- 
ida v.as arrested by sheriff’s; 
police while prowling in Miss! 
McGuire’s hotel suite in Las' 


Vegas. After persistent cves- 
tionmg, the detective agency 
tola me poii.ee to gat in touch 
with the C.I.A. 

Explanation Lacking 

The matter was apparently, 
dropped without any formal [ 
charges being filed, but Mr.j 
■ Smith wrote that neither the 
! C.I.A. nor the detective agency 
^ever offered the police an cx- 
piantion of what the prow'er 
had been doing ir. the hotel! 
suite. * 
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